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SarAH Borean | Daity 49eR 
Above, Sophomore marketing major, Caity Bransby, participates in an art-making activity at Monday’s ASI “It Starts With You” campaign launch. Bottom left, Francesca Rodri- 
guez, sophomore nutrition major, receives a wristband from an ASI representative; the wristbands allowed students to receive free treats from various vendors who had booths 
set up at the event. Bottom right, The original model of the USU are displayed along with proposed plans for USU additions. 


USU Campaigns for fee referendum 


lhe University Student Union hosted an event on Monday to kick off the “It 
Starts with You” campaign, which aims to inform students of the USU Expan- 
sion and Renovation Referendum to take place in 2015. 

The referendum proposes to expand and reconstruct the USU by increasing the 
$179 USU fee for fall and spring tuition by $165, and to increase the $134 USU fee for 
summer tuition by $124, according to the USU proposal. 

The event consisted of activities and free food at the Southwest Terrace and South 
Plaza; there was a photo booth, a prize wheel and spin art at the kick off event. 

Carl’s Junior, El Pollo Loco and Subway gave away free food. 

Sophomore Jonathan Ibarra, liberal studies major and senator for the College of 
Education, said, “The free food and activities are here to attract students and get them 
to see what we’re talking about to inform them of the plans.” 

The estimated cost of renovating and expanding the USU is estimated to be 
$99,000,000 according to the referendum for renovation/expansion of the University 
Student Union. 
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CSULB students 
are able to down- 
load Microsoft 
Office for free. 


By BERNARDO TORRES 
Contributing Writer 


Cal State University Long 
Beach announced via Beach 
Board and students’ emails that 
starting Oct. 1 students have the 
opportunity to download Micro- 
soft Office 365 Pro Plus for free. 

They are allowed to down- 
load Microsoft Office on up to 
five devices for free, according 
to the announcement. PC us- 
ers can download Word, Excel, 
PowerPoint, Outlook, OneNote, 
Access and Publisher. However, 
Mac users are limited to only 
Word, Excel, PowerPoint and 
Outlook. 

The school is also allowing 
students to have one terabyte of 
cloud storage through Microsoft 
OneDrive, according to the an- 
nouncement. 

Microsoft OneDrive will let 
students save the work they cre- 
ated in one device and pull it up 
on another computer. By using 
OneDrive, users can avoid rely- 
ing on flash drives and emailing 
work to themselves, according 
to Microsoft. 

“TI always have to type my 
stuff on an email, email it to 
myself, come to school, pull up 
on my email, paste it on a Word 
document and then do all the 
MLA formatting,’ senior ac- 
counting major Fatima Ramos 
said. “I’m definitely download- 
ing it now that I know it’s easy 
to download and there’s no catch 
to it being free.” ‘ 

Many students have said tha 
they have not had time to down- 
load Microsoft Office 365; but 
freshman communications ma- 
jor Dave Graham expressed how 
he felt about not having to pay 
the $80 for the programs. 

“I’m glad I can finally stop 
using all my emails in order to 
subscribe for the free 60-day tri- 
als,” Graham said. “Coming into 
[CSULB] I knew I would need 
Word, but I thought I was going 
to have to pay for it myself, it’s 
nice to know that we at least get 
[Microsoft Office] for free after 
paying all these fees.” 
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CSU receives $1 million grant from Chevron for 
STEM Teacher Excellence initiative 


The grant will help train 
new K-12 teachers intro- 
duce engineering design to 
students. 


By Dairy 49ER STAFF 


Assistant Superintendent of the Long Beach 
Unified School District Pamela Seki will meet with 
Cal State University Long Beach representatives 
on Oct. 13 to discuss the implementation of a $1 
million grant from Chevron, Assistant Superinten- 
dent of Long Beach Unified School District Gale 
McCullough said. 

Chevron granted $1 million to the California 


State University’s Pathways to New Science, Tech- - 


nology, Engineering and Math (STEM) Teacher 
Excellence Initiative, in an effort to train new K-12 
teachers introducing engineering design to their 
students, according to the CSU website. 

Chevron said its goal with the grant is to “pre- 
pare teachers to implement the Next Generation 
Science Standards (NGSS), a multi-state effort to 
create new education standards that provide all 
students an internationally benchmarked science 

. education.” 

“In class you try and find the balance between 
moving quickly enough through everything that 
gets covered,” said Robert Scherer, a 24-year-old 


CSULB math professor. “At the same time moving 
carefully enough and thoroughly enough through 
those sticky areas.” 

Each component has an emphasis in engineering 
design that provides future teachers with hands-on 
experience to help them learn how to teach STEM 
disciplines through inquiry and problem solving. 

The U.S. Department of Commerce estimates 
that within the last 10 years, STEM jobs have 
grown three times as fast as compared to jobs not 
related to STEM. Based on their research from 
2008 to 2018, it is estimated that STEM occupa- 
tions will have grown 17 percent compared to 9.8 
percent in non-STEM occupations. 

In the same study, the Department of Commerce 
indicates that STEM jobs are not only increasing, 
but they are also becoming the highest earning 
jobs. 

In 2010, the Department of Commerce estimat- 
ed an average STEM occupation paid almost $25 
per hour, in contrast to non-STEM occupations that 
paid $9 less. 


CSULB is recruited for 2015 
Military Friendly School 
List 

Cal State University Long Beach has been 
named a Military Friendly School for its sixth year 
in a row by G.I. Jobs, a resource for veterans pro- 
fessionally transitioning to a civilian career. 

The list includes 1,878 of the nation’s top 15 per- 
cent of colleges, universities and trade schools that 
have gone “above and beyond to provide transition- 
ing veterans the best possible experience in higher 
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education,” according to Militaryfriendly.com. It is 
compiled from research and data-driven surveys of 
schools that are weighted by Victory Media, a vet- 
eran-owned business that has created marketplaces 
like G.I. Jobs to help military members transition 
to civilian life. 

CSULB’s Veteran’s Services is directed by 
Marine Corps veteran Dr. Marshall Thomas; the 
program aids students veterans access educational 
benefits, certifies their G.I. Bill and CalVet fee 
waiver eligibility and provides information for ad- 
mission to CSULB. 


Graduation increase at 
CSULB earns award for 
campus 


The American Association of State Colleges 
and Universities (AASCU) recently honored Cal 
State University Long Beach with an Excellence 
and Innovation Award, recognizing the increase in 
graduation rates. 

The results of CSULB’s Highly Valued Degree 
initiative have shown overall graduation rates for 
first-time freshmen rise by 20 percent; the results 
also show an increase of transfer student rates from 
60 to 64 percent. These numbers apply to all ethnic 
and gender subgroups of the student body. 

Other honors covered regional and economic de- 
velopment, leadership development diversity and 
international education. 

AASCU is a Washington-based higher educa- 
tion association of nearly 420 public colleges, uni- 
versities and systems that aims to transform public 
higher education through advocacy, leadership and 
service, according to their site. 

The awards will be formally presented on Oct. 
19 at the opening session of AASCU’s annual 
meeting in Washington D.C. 
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- American students should draw inspiration 


s of Monday morning, 

police attempted to dis- 

perse protesters camped 

outside Hong Kong’s 

Central Government 
Complex using pepper spray and tear 
gas, with many protesters abiding by 
orders and some refusing to move. Oc- 
cupy Central, the official name given 
to the protest movement concerning 
Hong Kong’s recent electoral reforms, 
has swept international headlines since 
Sept. 22; it has prompted speculation 
about whether China’s new leader will 
continue to clamp down on protes- 
tors, as they did during the notorious 
incident of Tiananmen Square, or 
compromise and allow for democratic 
progress. 

To give some background, Hong 
Kong was historically a British port 
colony from 1841-1997, and established 
itself as one of the most important Pa- 
cific ports, as well as one of the leading 
financial centers in East Asia. In 1997, 
the United Kingdom relinquished its 
control of Hong Kong and handed it 
over to the People’s Republic of China 
(PRC)- a.k.a. the mainland Chinese 
government- as it had agreed to in the 
1984 Sino-British Joint Declaration. 

Part of this deal was that there 
was to be a 50 year guarantee that 
Hong Kong would exercise autonomy 
over domestic affairs separate from 
Beijing’s oversight, which included 


Seoul 
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from Hong Kong protesters 


allowing freedom of the press, power 
to maintain its own currency, multiple 
political parties, regional elections 
and a general 
laisse-faire at- 
titude towards 
the economy, 

all of which are 
restricted in 
varying degrees 
within the rest of 
mainland China. 

On Aug. 

31, the PRC 
announced re- 
strictions for elections in Hong Kong; 
instead of allowing free elections, 
Beijing would choose the Legislative 
Council in 2016, and the Chief Execu- 
tive (similar to a governor in the US) in 
2017. One of these restrictions includes 
setting up a nominating committee to 
select two to three candidates rather 
than allowing an open ballot, and that 
regardless of popular vote, the PRC 
would have final say on the selection of 
the Chief Executive. 

Residents in Hong Kong, in particu- 
lar students from the groups known as 
Scholarism and the Hong Kong Federa- 
tion of Students, took to the streets 
starting mid-September to protest what 
they view as an overstep of power by 
Beijing and what they view as a loss of 
democratic power among the people of 
Hong Kong. Occupy Central, the Hong 


JACOB YUNGMAN 


Contributing Writer 


...we must start educating ourselves better 
about our political system... 


Kong auxiliary of the international 
Occupy movement, declared on Sept. 
28 a civil disobedience encampment 

in the Central Government Complex; 
they refused to leave until Hong Kong 
secures truly free, democratic elections 
free of the PRC’s oversight in addition 
to the resignation of current Executive 
Chief Leung Chun-ying. 

Despite a heavy response by the po- 
lice, the protests have remained largely 
peaceful, and protesters have taken 
community action in maintaining the 
peace and overall cleanliness of the 
sites they are temporarily occupying. 

The fact that high school and college 
students in Hong Kong have played 
such a huge part in this campaign to 
ensure democratic rights exemplifies 
the impact young people can have on 
public opinion and awareness on such 
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issues. Like Hong Kong, the United 
States also faces a crisis with its 
democracy. 

Since the 
Supreme Court 
upheld the Citi- 
zen’s United case 
in 2011, corpora- 
tions, wealthy 
individuals, and 
unions are pro- 
tected by the first 
amendment to 
donate as much 
as they please 
to various candidates’ campaigns via 
political action committees. This has 
enabled government officials to pass 
laws that reflect their donors’ opinions, 
rather than the opinions of their con- 
stituents to such an extent that the 2014 
Princeton University study “Testing 
Theories of American Politics” consid- 
ers the US a de facto oligarchy rather 
than a functioning democracy. 

One would assume that such a 
scenario would cause mass upheaval 
among American students, who 
historically have played a huge role 
in progressive causes such as the 
Civil Rights movement, anti-Vietnam 
protests and the Feminist movement 
during the 1960s. However, students 
today are not as politically active. 

According to the United States Cen- 
sus Bureau, in 1964, over 50 percent 


Hong Kong 


police officials 
and student 
protestors meet at 
a barricade along 
Nsathan Road, in 
Mongkok, in the 
small hours of the 
morning October 
6, 2014 in Hong 
Kong, China. 
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of Americans 18-24 years of age voted 
whereas in 2012, only 38 percent did 
so. Not only is American democracy 

at stake, but young people also face 

an economic scenario where over 30 
percent of college graduates are un- 
deremployed, while unemployment for 
those with only a high school diploma 
remained at 7.5 percent in 2013 accord- 
ing to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

If anything, we as students and re- 
cent graduates have more of a reason 
to take to the streets than our peers 
in Hong Kong. Thus far, students in 
Hong Kong have filled the streets, 
barricaded major roads, blocked ac- 
cess to central offices and even held 
high level negotiations with the Hong 
Kong government. Like them, we 
must start educating ourselves better 
about our political system, and begin 
to tackle the blatant and legal bribery 
that is eroding our democracy and 
causing our representatives to cater 
to corporate interests rather than our 
own, especially as we face a much 
bleaker economic future than our 
parents and grandparents did. 

If the students of Hong Kong can 
shake up their government to the point 
of receiving international attention, so 
can we. 


Jacob Yungman is a senior majoring 
in political science. 
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Long Beach local band 
Angry Truck is part 
new wave, and part 
post-punk collabora- 
tion of four jokesters 
with serious talent. 


By Brooke BECHER 
Assistant Diversions Editor 


The sun finally started to go down 
in Long Beach as I met up outside of 
a coffee shop with local Long Beach 
band Angry Truck, a four-piece group 
five years in the making. 

You might have heard them rip- 
ping apart the silence at the Nugget 
Grill and Pub a couple of Wednes- 
days ago on campus, or startling lo- 
cal neighborhoods at a late-evening 
house show. 

Spanning from subdued “non- 
melodies” to rambunctious, violent 
transitions, Angry Truck, which fea- 
tures 24-year-old Cal State University 
Long Beach graduate student Matt El- 
don, is a mixed bag of “anti-art.” 

Their non-traditional styling in 
syncopation is more than an allusion 
to jazz influences and an unpredict- 
able melodic nature; it’s an element of 
their premeditated, heavily improvi- 
sational stage persona. 

Angry Truck is lead by guitarist 
Jordan Harper’s choppy chord pro- 
gressions, smacking across indecisive 
time signatures that are sometimes 
fast, sometimes slow and sometimes, 
completely soaked in reverb. 

Eldon’s vocals waver from calm to 
frenetic; he resorts to guerilla tac- 
tics in the foreground and takes on 
the wall of turbulent sound fortified 
by drummer Max Cogert along with 
bassist and baritone vocalist lan Mat- 
thews. 

“We just have ideas that we’re 
running with. Not even just musical 
ideas,” Cogert said, motioning to his 
counterparts Matthews and Eldon, 
who is also part-time keyboardist and 
violinist. “[Matthews] is doing feed- 
back. [Eldon] is sliding. And I’m just 
doing my best to obscure any sense of 
time.” 

With five years under their belt, 
they have played many venues includ- 
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Angry Truck plays a show at DiPiazza’s in Long Beach; the local band 


ing Chain Reaction, Whiskey A Go 
Go, the short-lived Wax Museum and 
they frequent the all-ages friendly Di- 
Piazza’s. 

The group has stood by a few tried- 
and-trues: no central front man, no 
ego-trips and full-fledged collabora- 
tion with a side of jokes. 

“We had a goal to confuse and be- 
wilder our audience,” said Eldon, ex- 
plaining their out-of-the-way efforts 
to incorporate false finales, hoping to 
trick the crowd into applause. “It’s all 
supposed to be done with a sense of 
humor,” Cogert said. 

Angry Truck will be releasing a six- 
track EP, the sophomore to “Smoke 
Talk,” in the winter, and they will be 
playing at Que Sera on Oct. 8. 

The Daily 49er caught up with El- 
don, Matthews and Cogert to talk 
about music and things to come. 


Tell me about the beginnings of 
Q Angry Truck. 

Matt Eldon: It was in 2009, after 

Jordan went to school in Olympia for 

music, and then he didn’t go there any- 

more. 

Max Cogert: Then they decided he 

wouldn’t be going back. 

Ian Matthews: | think I just wanted to 

be in a band. 

MC: At that point I was in two real 

bands. I had already met you all in 

some way or another, but I hadn’t 

spoken to Jordan before he was in my 


garage. 


What are some of your influ- 
ences? 


MC: Diesel engines. Black ice. 


How does humor come into 
play when you guys make mu- 
sic? 


ME: Okay, so two penguins were 
standing on an iceberg. 

MC: I like to laugh, I don’t know 
about you guys. Even if I tend to not 
enjoy something, I tend to laugh at it. 
IM: I think we don’t want to take our- 
selves too seriously. It’s sort of that 
Dadaist idea. 

ME: Once we’re talking about high 
art, then it’s like ... we’re slightly 
more anti-art. 


Q Why the name Angry Truck? 


ME: We had a really hard time finding 
a name. 

IM: We used to go to shows in Los An- 
geles a lot, cause there’s nothing here. 
So there’d be semi-trucks with lights 
on the front of the cab that looked like 
angry eyebrows. They were sort of 
rare. It was a novelty event. 

MC: I guess that’s the most Los An- 
geles thing about our band — our name 
came from driving. 


How would you guys describe 
Q your sound? 
ME: The most common band we get 
is Devo. One of my friends said They 
Might Be Giants. I usually say new 
wave. It’s a different kind of groove. 
It’s anon-groovy groove. 
IM: [We have] moderately high ener- 
gy, not like hardcore punk, but a little 
bit above regular rock. [It’s] some- 
where around the post-punk energy 
level. [We] sometimes [do] weird time 
signatures and stuff. 
ME: When we first started, I was 
thinking a lot about Nirvana, Devo, 
Oingo Boingo and Joy Division. 


I personally enjoy your live 

Q performance more than the re- 
corded tracks, which I feel is a 
compliment; would you consider An- 


gry Truck to be driven by live perfor- 
mance? 


ME: Yeah. We just didn’t record for 
a really long time. We don’t play like 
a ton of shows, but we would practice 
every week. 

IM: A lot of our songs don’t have 
written out parts, so there’s a lot of 
improvisation. 

MC; In the song “Clay Man,” there’s 
a really distinct B-section, but other 
than that, Jordan has a guitar part, and 
there’s the vocal part. 


Follow the Daily 49er on: 
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You guys have been around for 
Q five years now; what keeps the 
Angry Truck band alive? 
MC: Well, it’s definitely not the 
money. It’s all really fun for me, ev- 
ery aspect—playing in an environ- 
ment where there’s no preconception, 
there’s no idea. It’s really organic. 
ME: Shows, but also just writing 
songs. It’s as collaborative as possible. 


What can we expect with the 
Q new material? Is there a new 
approach to these tracks? 
ME: Sometimes it looks like it bunch- 
es up, then spreads out, but it’s prob- 
ably just patterns that germinate over 
a certain amount of time. Someone 
might write lyrics or a guitar part for 
a year, and then we won’t talk about it 
for a year. 


So what’s the next long-term 
Q goal after the EP is released? 

MC: We would like to tour. We don’t 
really have the [resources] to do that. 
Our goal is to keep going. The only 
thing that would bring about a real 
end to the band would be if someone 
moved away and was like ‘I’m never 


coming back.’ Even then, we wouldn’t 
necessarily stop, just slow down a lot. 


Angry Truck’s music can be found on their 
Facebook or Bandcamp site, Angrytruck. 
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Jesse Daniel Edwards to play the Prospector 


Edwards ponders many philosophies of life 
and its meaning when writing his songs. 


By ALEX BERMAN 
Contributing Writer 


From the bubbly, more light-hearted 
indie tune “Left Your Coat Behind,” to 
the slightly raw and modern blues rock 
melody of “Dreaming of My Life,” all the 
way: to the Queens of the Stone Age-esq 
tune “Walking in the Rain,” Jesse Daniel 
Edwards music features a variety of dy- 
namics. 

The Northern San Diego-based song- 
writer recently released his band’s debut 
album “American Dreaming” on Orange 
Cologne Da Vita Robot Records. They are 
currently hitting the road in support of it. 

In each song on the album the band’s 
sound fluctuates. Some of the more con- 
sistent elements in the mix are the simple 
and straightforward backing rhythms 
that are colorful and upbeat. The flowing 
guitar riffs are complimented with catchy 
and soothing vocals. The tone is ever- 
shifting for Jesse Daniel Edwards; the 
meaning and drive of the lyrics usually 
paint a picture like his song “Heartbeats 
in the Dark.” 

The Daily 49er talked with Jesse Daniel 
Edwards personally to find out more about 
his history as a musician and his bands 
sound. 


sic personally, and what would you 


Q How would you describe your mu- 
say your biggest inspirations are? 


Jesse Daniel Edwards: It’s very much 


dark, indie rock, but not depressing. It’s 
very lyrically driven. Big influences 
would be the music of the ‘90s, like 
The Flaming Lips, M. Ward, also a big 
fan of Elvis Costello. I feel like that’s 
all kind of wrapped up in the music, but 
we all kind of put our own spin on it 
too, and we really focus on lyrics and 
harmonies where some of those bands 
haven’t. 


ing to send with your new album 
“American Dreaming,’ and what 
are some of the lyrics about on that album? 


Q Is there a message that you are try- 


JDE: I woke up one morning, and I real- 
ized that in like three million years the sun 
is going to die; life on this planet, what 
is going to happen to humanity at that 
point you know ... Anything that we do 
in our lives can be meaningful, and you 
get to choose what is meaningful, and if 
you meet someone that you really care 
about and choose to love, that person be- 
comes your whole world ... Every song in 
“American Dreaming” is basically about 
that... “Cleaning Up My Life” is... one 
of the lines lyrically is: “And if there is a 
reason to get out of bed, I haven’t found it 
yet” but the rest of the song, although I feel 
it sounds very disillusioning, but the mes- 
sage is: you can get of bed for any reason 
you want every morning. That’s the mes- 


sage. 


How long have you been a touring 
act? 


JDE: | started touring with my fam- 
ily—iny families band—when I was very 
young. I was seventeen. We started play- 
ing a lot of little gigs around, so I guess 
it’s been around 12 years traveling with 
music. We did it for seven years. 


in your band? 

JDE: In the Fall, I feel very in- 
spired, so I write a lot of songs. The guys 
I play with in the band are very inspiring. 
The first time we ever wrote together we 
had this writers block, because we didn’t 
really know each other very well, and this 
kid that lived next door put this black cat in 
this trailer when we were practicing. They 
were playing a game of ball, and the cat 
was a kitten, and it kept getting in the way. 
They opened the door and just chucked 
the cat in, so we wrote a song about black 
cats, and it happens to be a very popular 
live song. So basically we just draw from 
everything and whatever inspires us at the 
time. 


Q How does the writing process work 


What inspired you to start writing 
Q music? ; 
JDE: To be honest, it’s something I’ve 
always done; it’s something I’ve always 
done with my family. We grew up in the 
mountains in the country; we didn’t have 
television. We didn’t have video games. It 
was a very remote location. The popula- 
tion was under a thousand people. But we 
did have a bunch of old instruments that 
were left to us by our grandparent so we 
would, you know, learn the instruments 
we practiced, and we all loved to sing, 
and when you have nine people in your 
family it’s very easy to start harmonizing, 
and eventually, we started to figure “Oh, 


let’s write our own songs,” and it just kind 
of took that turn, and it’s something we 
all kind of just enjoyed writing together. 
It’s a way of communicating and bond- 
ing. 


On Oct. 23, Jesse Daniel Edwards and 


Courtesy oF Jesse DANIEL Eowarps 
Jesse Daniel Edwards will bring his indie-infused rock to The 
Prospector in Long Beach on Oct. 23. 


his band of the same name will take 
the stage at The Prospector along with 
The Smart Brothers for a night of easy- 
listening indie rock music. 

Attendees must be 21 years or older. 
The show will start at 10 p.m. and will 
cost $5 dollars at the door. 
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Can we trust the Secret Service to protect our president? 


arlier this month, a 

military veteran carrying a 

3-and-a-half-inch serrated 

knife breached the outer 

perimeter of the White 
House and sprinted 70 yards to the 
front entrance. Although protocol re- 
quires the officer stationed at the front 
entrance to immediately lock the door 
when an intruder makes a dash for the 
White House, the guard stationed at 
the door failed to do so, likely because 
the alarm box meant to alert officers of 
an intrusion was muted. 

The intruder, Omar Jose Gon- 
zalez, dashed past the guard at the 
front entrance and sprinted past the 
stairway that leads to the president’s 
living quarters; he then turned the 
corner and ran into the East Room, an 
ornate space often used for presidential 
addresses and hosting heads of state. 

A counterassault agent stationed in 
the far end of the East Room finally 
tackled Gonzalez. 

The Washington Post reported that 
Gonzalez had 800 rounds of ammuni- 
tion, two hatchets and a machete in his 
car. In short, this incident, along with 
many others before it, seriously calls 
into question the ability of the Secret 
Service to protect the president and his 
family. 

On Wednesday, Julia Pierson 
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resigned from her position as the direc- 
tor of the Secret Service following 
revelations of stunning breaches in 
security at the 
White House 
and on presiden- 
tial outings. 

Her resigna- 
tion could not 
have come soon 
enough. During 
her tenure as the 
director of the 
Secret Service, 
she has consis- 
tently misrepre- 
sented serious lapses in security and 
withheld critical information from the 
public. The gravity of her lackadaisical 
leadership is clear for all to see — this 
incident, which does not stand alone, 
put the president’s life, and his family’s 
lives, in jeopardy. 

On a dark November night in 2011, 
a lone gunman pointed his semiau- 
tomatic rifle out of his Honda parked 
in front of the White House, took aim 
and pulled the trigger. He fired at least 
seven bullets at the president’s home, 
almost hitting the family’s living room. 
Secret Service agents feverishly drew 
their weapons and scanned the South 
Lawn for a shooter, when suddenly, a 
baffling order came over the radio. 
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Not only does the Secret Service fail to properly 


ensure the safety of the president and his 
family, but the Secret Service has deliberately 
covered up the incidents thereafter. 


“No shots have been fired... Stand 
down,” a supervisor said over the 
radio, according to a report by the 
Washington Post issued on Sept. 27. 
The supervisor attributed the source 
of the gunshot sounds to backfire from 
the exhaust of a nearby vehicle, an in- 
credible claim since the vehicle would 
have needed to backfire at least seven 
times for this claim to be accurate. 

By the end of the week after the 
incident, Secret Service supervisors 
changed their theory and asserted 
that rival gangs must have engaged 
in a firefight near the White House 
Lawn, another highly implausible 
claim due to the touristy nature of the 
capital. According to the Washington 
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Post, it took four days before agents 
discovered the bullets embedded in the 
White House, and this discovery only 
occurred after 
a housekeeper 
pointed them out. 

Although 
Obama and the 
first lady were 
out of town at the 
time, Obama’s 
younger daughter 
Sasha was pres- 
ent in the White 
House while the 
bullets ripped 
into the White House residence. 

Another disturbing incident oc- 
curred two weeks ago, and this further 
calls into question the ability of the 
Secret Service to protect our com- 
mander-in-chief: during the president’s 
trip to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention in Atlanta, a private se- 
curity contractor with a gun and three 
convictions for assault and battery 
shared an elevator ride with Obama in 
violation of protocol. 

When the embattled director of 
the Secret Service was grilled by the 
House Committee on Oversight and 
Reform, Pierson stated that she is 
responsible for informing the president 
whenever a serious incident occurs 
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which endangers either his life or the 
lives of his family. However, when 
questioned about how many times she 
briefed the president in the year 2014, 
she testified that she only briefed him 
about the incident in which the fence 
jumper ran into the White House 
wielding a knife. 

“T believe the President’s security 
was unnecessarily compromised,” Rep. 
Jason Chaffetz, R-Utah, told CNN 
in late September. “A convict with a 
gun in an elevator with the President 
put his life in danger. The Director 
should have informed the President, 
yet she testified she did not. Did she 
lie to Congress or fail to inform the 
President?” 

Not only does the Secret Service 
fail to properly ensure the safety 
of the president and his family, but 
the Secret Service has deliberately 
covered up the incidents thereafter. 
These egregious presidential security 
breaches have raised serious questions 
regarding the Secret Service’s ability 
to protect our president; and their 
deliberate misrepresentations of the 
facts thereafter only drive home the 
desperate need for them to act more 
professionally. 

In sum, the Secret Service has been 
a little too secret and provided not 
enough service. 
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Ma BASEBALL 


Former Dirtbags inch closer to the World Series 


A pair of former 
LBSU players 
advanced to the 
second round. 


With two series already decided in 
the Divisional round of the MLB post- 
season, two former Long Beach State 
Dirtbags are locks to advance to their 
respective Championship Series. 

The Angels may have had the best 
record in baseball during the regular 
season, but they were a painfully flawed 
team whose deficiencies caught up with 
them at the worst time. Former Dirtbag 
Jered Weaver, though, did his best to 
cover up the shortcomings of the team 
by throwing seven impressive innings 
in game one of the American League 


- Division Series against the Kansas City 


Royals. 

Weaver struck six and only gave up 
two runs, but the Angels lost in extra 
innings, and eventually were swept in 
three games by the Royals. 

Weaver was matched pitch-for-pitch 
by former teammate Jason Vargas, who 
went six strong innings while only giv- 
ing up two runs. Vargas only had two 


ANNUAL 


strikeouts, but he used his pin-point 
command and excellent defense behind 
him to stifle the Angels’ potent offense. 

Vargas’ performance will be crucial 
for the Royals moving forward. He’ll 
likely start game one or two against 
the Baltimore Orioles in the American 
Championship Series, and that means 
playing in Baltimore’s hitter-friendly 
ballpark Camden Yards. 

If Vargas has to start in Baltimore, 
he’ll be put on a short leash, meaning 
manager Ned Yost won’t hesitate to pull 
him from the game if he sees his starter 
struggling. Vargas is more than capable 
of pitching a great game in any ball- 
park, though, and he’ll need to against 
the Orioles if he wants his team to ad- 
vance to the World Series. 

While Vargas and Weaver came up 
big for their respective A.L. teams, the 
Dirtbags in the National League have 
been kept quiet. Nationals’ utility in- 
fielder Danny Espinosa has been held 
hitless through four at-bats, and Giants 
infielder Matt Duffy has barely played. 

Still, one of these two former Dirt- 
bags will advance to the National 
League Championship Series, and at 
some point they will play an important 
role in their respective team’s success. 

Espinosa is a switch hitter capable 


COLUMN 


By Oscar TERRONES 
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of playing multiple positions on the in- 
field. While he didn’t show it during the 
season, he has a reputation of hitting for 
power. A team’s bench becomes vital 
the deeper it gets into the postseason. 
Espinosa will prove to be a valuable as- 
set if the Nationals advance. 

The Pittsburgh Pirates right-handers 
Jared Hughes and Vance Worley didn’t 
factor much in their team’s short play- 
off run. The Pirates were eliminated by 
the San Francisco Giants in the Wild 
Card game, with Hughes giving up two 
runs on three hits in his lone inning of 
work in an 8-0 blowout loss. Worley 
didn’t get in the game at all. 

With two already assured a spot in 
the Champion Series, this could be the 
first time a Dirtbags player appears in 
the World Series since Evan Longoria 
led the Tampa Bay Rays in 2008. No 
matter how recognizable they become 
with their current teams, they will al- 
ways be Dirtbags first. 


JoHN Steezer | Kansas City Star | MCT 
Kansas City Royals starting pitcher Jason Vargas throws in the 
first inning against the Cleveland Indians on Friday, Aug. 29, 2014, 
at Kauffman Stadium in Kansas City, Mo. 
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Ma SOCCER 


From Pink Panda to 49er star 


The sophomore is a graphic design 
major who hopes to play professional 
soccer for Japan. 


By JONATHAN MURRIETTA 
Contributing Writer 


imi Akaogi said that when she first stepped onto 

a soccer field for the Pink Pandas, she had no 

clue what she was doing. She had no idea that 

that would be the first small step in pursuing a 

dream. Now she is a sophomore, playing as a 
49er, and she hopes her journey leads her to a professional soccer 
team. 

“She’s one of the fastest defenders in the conference,” head coach 
Mauricio Ingrassia said. “Her technical ability [on the field] sets her 
apart.” : 

Her teammates said she is a motivating teammate, and they em- 
phasized her bright, genuine personality. 

“She makes me want to be better,” goalkeeper Ashton McKeown 
said. “She’s consistent and solid on and off the field.” 

Akaogi said she learned to be positive from her mother and from 
her family. 

“My mom always told me to keep an open mind and positive at- 
titude even in tough times,” Akaogi said. “We like people and are 
always reaching out to others as a family.” 

Her parents came to the United States from Japan in 1992. It was 
a difficult cultural adjustment for them at first, as picking up the idio- 
syncrasies of English proved challenging, Akaogi said. Her parents 
eventually started making friends in their new environment by tak- 
ing Akaogi’s older sister and two older brothers to school. 

Mimi was born in Cupertino, California, and she said she remem- 
bers always having friendly neighbors who would invite her fam- 
ily over for American cultural events and holidays like Thanksgiv- 
ing. She said their hospitality made her family’s move from Japan a 
smoother transition. 

“Neighbors would invite us over, and we got to eat turkey and 
share in American cultural traditions with others,” Akaogi said. 

Akaogi started playing soccer in the American Youth Soccer 
Organization. as a kid. She played seven years of club soccer for 
the Mountain View Los Altos Lightning and for Monta Vista High 
School, where she lettered in soccer all four years. Akaogi was 
named the 2012-13 Senior of the Year for the De Anza Division of 
the Santa Clara Valley Athletic League. 

When Akaogi came to LBSU, she was already running full speed 
ahead. Asa freshman, she was named to the Big West All-Freshman 
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Starting guard A.J. Spencer will miss the 2014-15 season after 
tearing his ACL last week. He averaged nine points per game last 
season for the 49ers. 
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Sophomore defender Mimi Akaogi dashes across the field during Sunday’s home game against UC Santa Barbara. 


Team, started every game, and logged over 1,600 minutes of play. 

“Mimi is someone who truly enjoys the game and puts in all the 
extra hours necessary to succeed,” Ingrassia said. “She is a great 
teammate respected by everyone in our program.” 

On the soccer field, Akaogi shares her competitive discipline and 
motivating nature with her teammates. 

Akaogi remembers the significance of Long Beach State’s 4-0 
loss to Santa Clara last year as being the extra boost she needed as 
a college athlete. Since she grew up in Santa Clara County, Akaogi 
recalls having many family members and friends attend the game. 

“Tt was the first time I really felt that extra boost of energy from 
the fans,” Akaogi said. 

Santa Clara beat Long Beach State, but Akaogi walked away from 
that game wanting to inspire and motivate her squad even more. 


““We make each other want to work harder,” Akaogi said. 

Akaogi said bonding with her teammates off the soccer field is 
important and valuable as well. She likes going to Makai Coffee 
Shop on Broadway Street in Long Beach with Ashton McKeown, 
who is also Akaogi’s roommate on the team. 

“Sometimes we even go to Color Me Mine and paint our own 
bowl, just because,” a giggling Akaogi said. “We like doing sponta- 
neous things like that.” 

Akaogi’s is a graphic design major and plans to pursue digital arts 
when she graduates from Long Beach State. But her biggest ambi- 
tion is to keep playing soccer. 

Her path began with tiny steps in youth soccer : she was a Pink 
Panda, now she’s a 49er and she dreams of one day playing profes- 
sional soccer for Japan. 


Torn ACL takes out starting 
LBSU guard 


Senior A.J. Spencer is 
forced to redshirt this 
season. 


By Anita Wanc & 
Oscar TERRONES 
Staff Writers 


Head coach Dan Monson said Monday 
that he is still searching for a player to 
replace starting guard A.J. Spencer, who 
tore his anterior cruciate ligament in his 
knee during a pick-up game last week. 

The senior guard will redshirt his 
senior season after starting 28 games 
last year for the 49ers. Spencer aver- 
aged just over nine points per game in 
his first year at Long Beach State after 
transferring from Hutchinson Commu- 
nity College in Hutchinson, KS in 2013. 

“(Spencer has] had a year of experi- 
ence in his system, and he knew exactly 


what we wanted from our expectations 
of him,” Monson said. “So it’s going to 
be a blow, but that’s what happens in 
athletics. There’s foul trouble, there’s 
fatigue, there’s injuries...and we have to 
fight through that, and somebody has to 
step up.” 

Spencer’s backcourt mate and fellow 
senior guard Tyler Lamb will potential- 
ly be playing with another player this 
season. 

“A.J.’s played a year here and is also 
a guy that knows [how to play] multiple 
positions,” Lamb said. “He’s a leader on 
and off the court, so we’re definitely go- 
ing to miss his presence.” 

Despite the loss of one his top guards, 
Monson expressed confidence in Spen- 
cer’s replacements. He mentioned that 
senior guard McKay LaSalle and soph- 
omore guard Branford Jones, among 
others, will see more playing time. 

“Tt think the good news is this is 
probably one of the deeper teams we’ve 
had,” Monson said. “We have some 
different options. It’s still too early to 


see who that’ll be. J think Travis [Ham- 
monds] is ready to step in.” 

Lamb said he thought not having 
Spencer could help the freshmen learn 
faster. 

“T think that will definitely get the 
new guys, the freshmen, ready that 
much quicker,’ Lamb said. “Even 
though A.J.’s not here to help and teach 
them, I think they’ll get that game ex- 
perience...which will ultimately make 
them pretty much ready for the season 
faster.” 

Monson said the team has no choice 
but to move on without Spencer, noting 
that injuries are a part of college athlet- 
ics. 

“Very rarely do you go through a 
year where you don’t have somebody 
want a transfer or ineligible or gets hurt 
or whatever the case may be,” Monson 
said. “You’ve got to have other guys 
step up, and that’s part of being a good 
team. For us to be a good team, we have 
to do it without A.J. because he’s not 
coming back this year.” 


